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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dependency Override Appeal

Name:_______________________________	SJC ID Number:_______________________
Address:___________________________________________ 	City:____________________	
State:__________		Zip: ____________
SJC E-mail:________________________________	   Phone:_____________________________

Proving self-sufficiency and/or living on your own are not sufficient reasons for changing your dependency status.  If there is an involuntary break in the relationship between parent and student, the Financial Aid Office may be able to make the student independent.
Appealing does not guarantee a change to your financial aid eligibility
______________________________________________________
The following reasons will NOT be considered for determining independent eligibility:
· Parent’s refusal to contribute to student’s education
· Parents’ unwillingness to provide information on the FAFSA
· Parents’ not claiming the student on their federal tax return

The following reasons may be considered, with proper documentation, for determining independent eligibility:
· Parent(s) are deceased, in some cases one parent may still be living but you have no contact with the living parent.
· You have experienced abuse or abandonment by your parents
· Parent(s) are incarcerated 
TURN OVER:
Instructions:
1. Complete this form, paying particular attention to the accepted reasons listed above
2. Submit a 2011-2012 Independent Verification Worksheet
3. Submit signed copy of your 2010 federal tax return and W2 form(s)
4. Submit the documents for the reason of your appeal below
______________________________________________________
Please check the box that applies to your situation.  You MUST provide all required documentation that is requested.  Incomplete appeals will result in automatic denial.  Please allow 2-3 weeks for review.

Your Parents Are Deceased
· Letter from you explaining the situation
· Copy of death certificate(s)
· Letter from third party who can confirm that you have no contact with your living parent and that they do not provide any financial support.  Letter must be from a clergyman, social worker, therapist, high school counselor, teacher, doctor, or other non-family member or friend.  Letter must be on official letterhead.

Your family situation is intolerable due to abuse or abandonment by parents
· Letter from you explaining the situation
· Police / Court reports or documentation
· Report from a social agency
· Letter from third party who can confirm the situation.  Letter must be from a clergyman, social worker, therapist, high school counselor, teacher, doctor, or other non-family member or friend.  Letter must be on official letterhead.

Other unusual circumstances
· Letter from you explaining the situation along with any documentation that supports your reason.  Lack of documentation will result in immediate denial of the appeal.

To the best of my knowledge I certify that the information submitted with this application is complete and accurate.
Student Signature:_________________________________________________	Date:______________	
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