STEPS FOR SOLVING A LINEAR EQUATION
1. Simplify the left side and the right side of the equation (independently from each other) by using the Distributive Property to eliminate parentheses and by combining like terms.  In this step, what you do on the left is different from what you do on the right because you are working on the sides independently.
2. If there is a variable term on both sides of the equation, eliminate it from one side or the other by using the Addition Property.  This is a step where you have to do the EXACT same thing to both sides of the equation!
3. If there is a constant on the variable side, eliminate it using the Addition Property.  The constant is the number that is being added to or subtracted from the variable term.  This is a step where you have to do the EXACT same thing to both sides of the equation!
4. If there is a coefficient on the variable (besides just positive 1), eliminate it from the variable by using the Multiplication Property.  This is a step where you have to do the EXACT same thing to both sides of the equation!
Example of the 4 Steps:

4(5x + 3) – 6 = 2(7x + 6) + 8x

Step 1 (Remove Parentheses)
20x + 12 – 6 = 14x + 12 + 8x

Step 1 (Combine Like Terms)

20x + 6 = 22x + 12

Step 2 (Eliminate variable

-20x
     -20x


    term from one side)
        6 = 2x + 12

Step 3 (Eliminate constant
       -12       - 12


    from variable side)
       -6 = 2x

Step 4 (Eliminate coefficient
       -6 = 2x

   from variable side)
        2     2

Solution:



      -3 = x

or x = -3

