


Advisory Board Committee
Meeting Minutes
November 9th, 2007

Attendees:  
Dr. Julius Manz, Sherilyn Oldfield, Tammy Honold, Krystle Harris, Kathy Hunter, Linda Parks, Josalyn Sewell, Dr. Ron Johnson, Jennifer Kreilick, and Brittany Thatcher


General
Dr. Manz welcomed and thanked everyone for attending. He also apologized in advance for having to leave the meeting early today due to another engagement.


Program Highlights
Dr. Manz informed the committee members that the previous Dental Hygiene Director has resigned and that he has stepped up and the Interim Director. He also informed the group that Tammy Honold will be working on her Masters.

2007 Graduates
Dr. Manz informed the group that he is very proud of the graduates from the class of 2007. He went on to explain the all the students completed their Western Regional Boards, Anesthesia Exams and National Boards. He informed the committee that all the students have successfully found employment.

New Class
Dr. Manz informed the members that the new class is finishing up their first semester. He said they are stressed, but doing well.

Table Clinic
Dr. Manz informed the group that the Senior Class will doing Table Clinic Presentations on Thursday November 29, 2007 from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. He also mentioned that invitations for Judges have been sent out as well as informative fliers. Dr. Manz also said each year he would like to change the Judge invite list and keep it varied. 

Mock Boards
Dr. Manz informed the committee members that March 7th, 2008 will be Mock Boards. Clinical WREB Boards are in August, and National Boards are on March 25th, 2008. He also went to explain that Nancy Rhien will be teaching a Board Review Class next semester. 

Head Start
Dr. Manz went to explain to the group that the Dental Hygiene Program is working with Head Start to assist their program with completeing their program’s required screenings. The Dental Hygiene program assists all Head Start program in San Juan College and travels to the various locations. 



Rotations
Dr. Manz informed the members that Kathy Hunter would be on location with the students on the DZ rotation with the senior class for the spring schedule. He also explained that this rotation has been part of the program for five years and is an important rotation for the students to get experience. Dr. Manz also informed the group that Dr. Marilyn Ketcham would be on location with the students on their Nursing Home rotations. He informed the group that the students provide comprehensive Preventative Care. He also went on to explain that equipment is permanent set up at life care and other providers in the community are  welcome to use. 

NMDHA Annual Session
Dr. Manz informed the group that all the students had the opportunity to attend the NMDHA Annual Session in Albuquerque this year. He mentioned that the students had the chance to get involved in political processes with the student group, “SHOR”. Josalyn then informed the committee that she was handed over the SHOR project and would be having a meeting next week. She explained originally “SHOR” wanted to have students discuss present day solutions, but there was not enough time.

Dr. Manz went on to explain to the committee that every year it has been a tradition that NMDHA puts on an Annual Session.  He explained this year the San Juan College, Dona Ana, and UNM students and faculty had the opportunity to meet. Dr. Manz also mentioned that last year the students also got a chance to socialize. 

Annual Dental Educators Summit
Dr. Manz discussed with the group ideas on having Mary Altenburg assist in setting up an Annual Dental Educators Summit Organization…….  Committee for New Mexico. Dr. Manz informed the group that this is a goal being developed.

New Orleans
Dr. Manz informed the members that four senior students plus Josalyn had the opportunity to attend and ADHA held in New Orleans this past summer. Josalyn was awarded with “top” Table Clinics and were able to travel because of it. Josalyn presented her table clinic at New Orleans and received and honorable mention. Dr. Manz went on to explain that he would like to continue to send students to Annual Sessions for their efforts put forth in their table clinic presentations. 

Head Start Rotations
Tammy added more on to the topic on Head Start Rotations, in that she informed the group that a Fluoride Varnish program was going to be a part of the programs’ process. She went on to explain that Sullivan Schein donated the varnish and without their generosity, it would cost the department an extra $900.00. Dr. Manz also added that the Dental Hygiene Program made sure that they weren’t duplicating or over running other programs already implemented. 

SJC Enrollment
Dr. Manz explained to the group that the enrollment numbers at San Juan College were down and the Dental Hygiene Department is thinking of various ways to possibly expand the program or add additional programs. He mentioned possibilities of creating a Bachelor’s Completion Program, Shortening past CE Radiography courses from the original six weeks to an intense 2 – 3 day certification. Dr. Manz also informed the group that students needing to take a DANB exam can now take it through the testing center at SJC. He said he would like to look at setting up the Radiography course soon to assist Dentist in their needs with certified assistant and hygienists, and to benefit the department and college as far a enrollment is concerned. 

NMDHA Online Study Club
Tammy informed the committee member that an NMDHA online study club will be taking place once a month. She went on to explain the club will be from 7 a.m. until 8 a.m. and each month a different topic will be discussed and they are geared both towards Dentists and Hygienists. 

More CE Courses
Dr. Manz mentioned to the members that he would like to add more CE courses that Radiography. He said perhaps looking into adding a Local Anesthesia CE, or a Coronal Polishing CE. 

Alumni Program
Dr. Manz informed the group that he would like to get an Alumni Program going. He said he believes it would be a great opportunity for the local alumni to get together.

Separating……   County…   
Josalyn informed the group as of now the three regions that divide the dental world are North, South and the Middle of New Mexico. She went on to discuss that the regions would possible be separated by county lines and then dental people would have to pay dues according to which district you live in……………………………….. Debate on NW – active.  Santa Fe, a good potential on starting a Dental Hygiene Program, but they already have a Dental Assisting Program.  Las Vegas.. no….   

Round Robin Head Nods and Inquires 
Dr. Johnson inquired to whether the Dental Hygiene Program had any plans of having another spring CE Course similar to the course that Dr. Miller presented on perio - - - - -oooooo .  Tammy mentioned the possibility of having an instructor teach medical related Spanish for one day. She also asked the group their thoughts and opinions on having a one day Spanish lesson. Some seemed to think they wouldn’t retain the Spanish that they would learn in only one day.

Tammy then asked all the members to add comments, remarks or ask questions, and started with Brittany Thatcher, a junior student in her first semester.  Brittany said she thought the program was tough, but that she is hanging in there.

Dr. Johnson said he thought we had an excellent program.

Josalyn Sewell added, that she thought it would be a great benefit for the students to be taught more on insurance codes, practice management (ex; when she started her practice and started working on patients she had to reschedule over half for root planning because it hadn’t been done…. And how to handle those kinds of situations) Dr. Johnson also agreed that the insurance code issue also becomes a dilemma for the Dentist as well. Kathy said she had a lot of experience in practice management and will be teaching it in the spring. 

Josalyn also added that she keeps in touch with her classmates through a website where people will post comments, etc.  She also brought up another topic of using “Layman’s Terms” for everyday vocabulary with patients. She said when she went to school she learned all these big words and then when she went to work in an office, she had to talk down a bit to the patients. Another point she made is she thought the rotation to DZ was the most “real life” experience she had before actually entering it. 

Krystle said she thought it would benefit the students to have more “real life” experiences for the students in the program.

Questions arose on if the incoming class or interested students know how difficult the program is. Some said no, but thought the information session video scared them. 

Sherilyn asked the students what they think would be good to add on to a video or power point presentation for interested students to see. One student said the “rewards” of finishing the program, perhaps what a graduated students thinks now, how they like their work, pay, etc.
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