Advisory Board Committee
Meeting Minutes
October 3, 2008

Attendees:  
Dr. Julius Manz, Linda Parks, Sherry Paxson, Sherilyn Oldfield, Mari Garcia, Oliver Borden, Brittany Thatcher, April Paniagua, Dr. Chuck Schumacher, Josalyn Sewell, Barbara Caton, and Nancy Shepherd.


Introductions
The attendees of the meeting introduced themselves.


New Faculty and Staff
	Dr. Manz informed the attendees of the Department’s new Clinic Administrative Assistant, 
Dalene Meek. He commented that she is giving students instructions on how to complete patient billing, work Eaglesoft, and other office tasks. Dr. Manz also informed the group that she is working more with Medicaid Billing.

Dr. Manz informed the meeting members that Josalyn Sewell is the Department’s new adjunct instructor that has been hired specially for the “Special Needs” clinic Tuesday afternoons. A question was asked if any aged patients for this clinic were accepted, and Dr. Manz replied that they were, also geriatric. 

Dr. Manz commented on another adjunct instructor that has been hired, and her name is Becky Miller. He remarked that Bonnie Hooper has resigned for this semester and Becky is her replacement. Dr. Manz informed the group that Becky will be working Mondays in Radiology Lab and Pre-clinic. 

Dr. Manz introduced one more adjunct to the department, Jeff Nygren. He remarked that Jeff is a replacement for Sue Carl and teaches Pharmacology. He commented that he has received very good feedback in regards to Jeff teaching this course. 


Program Highlights
Class of 2008
Dr. Manz informed the group that the class of 2008 is gone and graduated. He commented this class exceeded the National average in 12 out of 14 areas. Dr. Manz remarked all but 1 graduate has a job. 

Class of 2009
Dr. Manz informed the committee members that the senior class has a busy rotation schedule next semester. He commented that they will be going to IHS, DZ, Shiprock’s “Sealant Van”, Head Start, Life Care, Public Schools and assisting in Junior Clinic. Dr. Manz remarked that the senior class would also be busy getting ready for National Boards and Table clinics.

Class of 2010
Dr. Manz informed the committee members where the class of 2010 came from. He remarked 7 students are from Farmington, 1 is from Aztec, 1 is from Stanley, 1 from St. George, Utah, 1 from Durango, CO, and the last from Cortez, Colorado. 

Nancy Shepherd inquired to Dr. Manz if the Program had to turn away students, and he replied the applicant pool last spring was about 30, and the Program only accepts 12. He commented that he would like to see a larger pool of applicants. 

Dr. Schumacher inquired if there would be more opportunity for student housing, and Dr. Manz replied SJC is looking into building student and family housing. He commented that family housing especially been difficult for students to locate. Nancy remarked that it is difficult for out of state students to find housing as well. Dr. Manz remarked that the Program is getting applicants from other states. A discussion was brought up in regards to the demands and needs for Dental Hygienists in the area and Dr. Schumacher commented that there dynamics involved with the job situation. He remarked that in the past Dentists’ didn’t employ Dental Hygienists, but now, the younger Dentists’ coming in hire 3 – 4 Hygienists. Dr. Schumacher commented that he believed because of this the Hygienist will be of greater demand. Dr. Manz remarked that this is also happening nationally. 


Future
Residency Preference
Dr. Manz informed the Advisory Board members that the School of Health Sciences has decided to give a 5% residency preference to San Juan County and Navajo Nation applicants. Dr. Manz commented that the application selection process is anonymous and involved the Humanities department to judge the applicants essays. The Department does not have pictures of the applicants nor do they conduct interviews. 

Faculty
Dr. Manz informed the group that Tammy is currently attending a Public Health Class in Albuquerque, and then will be going to York, PA to attend the Distinguished Dental Professionals Forum sponsored by DENTSPLY. 

SADHA
Dr. Manz informed the committee members that both the junior and senior class will be attending NMDHA’S annual Scientific Session on October 16th – 18th. 

Digital Radiology Unit
Dr. Manz informed the group that the clinic is waiting on receiving a digital radiology unit. He commented that it is from Schick. Dr. Manz asked Dr. Schumacher if his office had a digital radiology unit and he commented that they do, that’s it’s a Schick and he really likes it. Dr. Manz commented that he would eventually like to add 4 more computers to the clinic so each unit has a computer. He remarked that he has it on the Department’s wish list. 

CE Opportunities
Dr. Manz informed the Advisory members that every 1st Wednesday of the month there is a CE Course. He commented that these courses are available for free and Tammy Honold is heading this project up. Dr. Manz informed the group of an upcoming CE Course which will be held on Friday January 23, 2009 in the Zia conference room in the HHPC building. He commented that it will be a motivational presentation. The registration fee will be $35.00 and Tammy is in charge of this event as well. 

Dr. Manz informed the group that in the state of New Mexico, Dental Assistants are required to attend Radiology Safety updates. He commented that Dentsply has been very helpful in providing this training. Dr. Manz remarked that they will be back in February to do another training.

Future Trends
Dr. Manz informed the Advisory Board Members that he had just attended WREB and wanted to share some information he learned over the weekend. He commented he is starting to see WREB utilize more computers, that they are becoming more dominant. Dr. Manz remarked that computers are going to be used more and more for Boards. Sherry inquired if the students would be able to receive immediate results from their exams, and Dr. Manz commented that it would still take some time to get the results. He also informed the group that WREB will be removing the intra/extra oral part of the exam. He remarked that this would be in effect in 2010. Dr. Manz remarked that if WREB removed that portion, then most likely they will replace it with another area of study, more calculus for example. He commented that this will be a significant change for the students as will it be for the instructors. 

Round Table
Nancy inquired what the biggest challenges of the Program are and Dr. Manz replied receiving top notch applicants, but that it is a “catch 22”, “round robin”. 

Dr. Schumacher inquired if the Department is fully staffed and Dr. Manz replied it is although he is fulfilling two positions as the Director and Clinic Supervisor. 

Linda Parks inquired the status on the other Dental Hygiene Programs in the state and Dr. Manz replied that Dona Ana has accepted its second class of students and their 1st class will graduate in May. He commented that Evelyn Hobbs, the Director for Dona Ana used to work for our department. Dr. Manz commented that UNM has a Bachelor’s and Master’s Program. He remarked that Santa Fe essentially didn’t go through and Roswell has accepted its first class. He remarked that Luna has pretty much stopped their Program. He commented that now there are 3 strong Programs. 

Oliver Borden informed the group that on the November voting ballot there will be an area you can mark off/vote on that effects Phase II of the new Health Sciences building which would allow the college to receive $5 million. Dr. Schumacher inquired if the new dorms would be included on that same ballot issue and Oliver commented that student housing would be on a separate bond issue. 

Feedback from Advisory Board Members
Linda Parks congratulated the Program for the end results.

Dr. Schumacher commented that the CE Course on Updates for Radiology was excellent. He remarked that a lot of the assistants let their certification go until the last minute. 

Sherry informed the group that 3 high school students are shadowing in our Program. 

Josalyn shared with the group that when she was in HS she took a CNA course that was very helpful for her prep school work for the Dental Hygiene Program. Oliver commented that medical terminology is a great preparatory course for students interested and getting into Health Science fields. 

A discussion on future Radiology courses was brought up. 

Nancy Shepherd informed the group that students can get involved with Larry Palmer on campus with Volunteer Services and the students can get up to $2,000.00.
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