


Advisory Board Committee
Meeting Minutes
April 4, 2008

Attendees:  
Dr. Julius Manz, Dr. Chuck Schumacher, Sherilyn Oldfield, Tammy Honold, Krystle Harris, Sherry Paxson, Linda Parks, Dr. Ron Johnson, Brittany Thatcher


Introductions
The attendees of the meeting introduced themselves starting with Dr. Manz, then to Dr. Johnson, Tammy Honold, Sherry Paxson, Linda Parks, Dr. Schumacher, Krystle Harris, Brittany Thatcher and Sherilyn Oldfield.


Program Highlights
	Welcome Sherry Paxson
Dr. Manz started the meeting by welcoming Sherry Paxson. She is the new 1st year Dental Hygiene Instructor. She has taught before with the department and has returned.

Class of 2008 graduates on May 10
Dr. Manz informed the meeting attendees that May 10th, is San Juan College’s graduation and Friday May 9th is the senior class’ pinning ceremony. He informed the committee that all the members are invited and will receive formal invitations.

Student Updates
Dr. Manz informed the committee that 9 out of 11 senior students passed their WREB Anesthesia. He remarked that 1 student did not pass the written portion of the exam. 

Dr. Manz informed the group that next Friday would be Mock Boards and the students are looking for patients. He also informed the group that he is a WREB examiner and feels it’s good that he’s able to give student feedback on procedures. 

Application Update/Marketing
Dr. Manz informed the committee that a total of 27 applications were turned in for the spring application process. He also informed the group that the Humanities Department was assisting in the application process by judging the applicants essays. Dr. Manz commented that he thought this to be a great asset for the process so it is not just the Dental Hygiene Department involved in the judging process. He remarked he hoped the department would have a selection made by the next week. 

Dr. Manz asked the committee members if they had any ideas or suggestions for marketing the Dental Hygiene Program to let him know. 

Questions came up in regards to other Dental Hygiene Program being set up within the State of New Mexico and Dr. Manz remarked that there are 3 hygiene schools in progress. Evelyn Hobbs in Las Cruces needs faculty for her program. Paula Spaight is trying to put together a program in Santa Fe. 
On the discussion of Paula, Dr. Schumacher mentioned he had received a letter from her asking for approval or acceptance in support of her putting together a Dental Hygiene Program. The discussion also went on to how the opening of the 3 Dental Hygiene Schools would affect employment for the students. Dr. Manz remarked that most of the students in the current senior class already have employers. Dr. Manz also informed the committee members that 5 or 6 of their graduates are employed in Durango. He also mentioned that he receives a lot of employment posting from outside of the area such as Taos, Pagosa Springs, etc. but again if the students are from this area then most likely they will not want to move away and agreed saturation could be a concern. Dr. Manz also remarked he heard possibilities of a Dental Office opening up in Kirtland. 

Dr. Manz commented that he thought the applicant pool this year was low, better than the previous application process, but lower than he would like see. He remarked 40 – 50 application is what he would like to see.

Dr. Johnson then informed the group that Chuck is actively involved with a “Pre-Dental Club” and would like to have a pipeline set up for high school students set up so they can get geared up academically by taking the right courses which will for the Dental Hygiene Program.

Dr. Schumacher asked if there would be any marketing at the National Meeting, and Dr. Manz replied that the entire junior class would be going and there wouldn’t be direct marketing but indirect marketing. He said there would be a lot of “face time”. On the discussion of the ADHA annual session in Albuquerque, Dr. Manz informed the group that one of the junior students was chosen as a delegate for ADHA.


Future
Budget
Dr. Manz informed the committee members that there will be budget cuts, and that enrollment has been down and that affects the college as well. He informed the group that he is considering raising clinic fees because of the college needing more revenue. He also commented that in the past the Dental Hygiene Department use to charge students a lab fee, and wasn’t sure on the reasons it was rid of, but is considering bringing that back as well. Dr. Manz informed the group that there may be some money to buy a new digital radiographer. He said he is looking at one from Schick that takes panoramic radiographs and is compatible with the clinic’s Eaglesoft program.

CE Course 
Dr. Manz informed the group that the 1st Wednesday Club is doing really well and has been having a pretty good turnout. He also asked the meeting members to pass on the word that the next CE Course for the 1st Wednesday Club would be “Stainless Steel Crowns.”   Dr. Manz also brought up that there will be a “Smoking Cessation” that the Dental Hygiene Department and HHPC will be working on together.

Dr. Manz also mentioned that there have been a lot of calls with interest in a Radiology Certification course. He said he would like to ask Mandi Pickering to do the course and make it a 2 -3 condensed course. Dr. Manz also mentioned that this course is for Dental Hygienists who are training for the DANB exam. He asked the group to give him feedback on how often to run the course and that he had to have 10 to 12 students to run it.  Dr. Johnson then suggested offering the course after graduation, perhaps early June or late May. Dr. Manz replied this project he will work on after graduation. 


Round Table
Senior student, Krystle Harris started off the “round table” discussion by talking about National Exams. She remarked that all of the students were on the same level and she felt that she was pretty well prepared. Krystle also remarked that Cindy Powel’s book was a lot of help, but not the lecture and that she thought adjunct instructor Nancy Rhien did a good job and is a good resource for the National board Review course.

Brittany Thatcher discussed a “Culture Project.”
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