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Sneak Peak of Documentary Business 
of Being Born at SJC 
November 8,  
7 p.m., Little Theatre 
Written by: Tristan Kwiecinski 

Campus Buzz 

Say the word “choice” to a group          
of people discussing reproductive 
rights and you might watch the     
crowd part automatically into   
two very opinionated and  divided 
camps. This is undoubtedly the 
case if  the issue at stake is      
abortion, but what if it’s birth    
itself? The discussion might turn 
quickly to choice of obstetrician, 
choice of pain killer, choice of  
diaper brand or formula. Accord-
ing to midwives, midwifery        
advocates and some childbearing 
women and their families, this 
tendency to frame birth choices 
within the medical model is  
shortsighted at best. In fact, many 
believe that allowing obstetricians 
in hospitals to manage care        
according to the status quo    
might actually put women and 
their babies in danger. 

Filmmakers Ricki Lake and Abby Epstein tackle this issue in their new 
documentary, The Business of Being Born.  A free sneak preview of this 
film will take place Thursday, November 8 at 7 p.m. in the Little Theater 
at San Juan College. 

Recently shown at the Tribeca Film Festival, this film addresses the  
medical model of birth and the common interventions that are part of 
routine care for pregnant women under obstetric care.  Drawing upon 
their own  personal experiences of pregnancy and birth, the filmmakers 
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Associated Students Senate Minute 
Briefs 
Written by: DeWayne Crank 
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A brief summary of what was on the agenda at the student senate 
meeting on October 8, 2007.  Our special guest was Dr. Judith 
Pailer, Associated professor of political science.  She announced the       
winners of “Immigration essay contest,” held in honor of Latino 
Heritage week (10/8-10/12). The winners were Alan Black, “Divided 
we stand,” and Shawn Goodsell, “Lock without a key.” As the first 
place winner Alan Black received tuition reimbursement for the     
fall semester. It does pay to participate in the student function on 
campus; you never know what great prizes the activities center has 
to offer. 

Orlando Etsitty, president of Associated Students, recommended 
Tracie Toler to take the position of vice president. Senate made     
the motion to have Tracie be vice president of A.S., motion is  passed 
by senate members, effective October 8. Tracie’s old position of chief 
financial officer is open to students. If you are interested please   
submit an application at the student activities office or contact them 
for more information about the position at 566-3403. 

Songtree Cordova, student ambassador, had a proposal for senate. 
She requested financial assistance to attend a conference trip. The 
conference is about introducing Native American education into the 
school system, which will be held in Hawaii. Most of her  expenses 
are paid, but she would need $698.00 more from A.S.  The proposal 
will be voted on at our next Senate meeting in November. 

Associated Students would like to congratulate United Tribes Club 
in getting 1st Place at the Shiprock Parade on October 5. 

Thank you to all the members of senate, ambassadors, and club 
members who were present at our Senate meeting.  We encourage 
every student of San Juan College to attend our meeting.  Senate 
meetings are a great place to get information of what activities      
and events are planned at S.J.C. Or to simply voice an opinion,      
for more information how to get onto the senate meeting agenda 
please contact DeWayne at crankd@sanjuancollege.edu, Chief   
Communication Officer. 
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Many of us live our lives from day to day; we do not worry where our next meal will come from, but 
for millions of others this is not the case.  Oxfam America was created to generate a lasting solution 
to poverty, hunger, and social injustice. At the World Food Summit a decade ago, the U.S. and other 
governments signed on to a plan of action to halve global hunger by 2015. Since then the number of 
hungry people in the world has risen by 54 million and now stands at 854 million. The failure of the 
international community to tackle the global hunger crisis is evident in these grim statistics:  

• One person in seven on the planet goes to bed hungry, half of them are children. 

• In sub-Saharan Africa the number of hungry people has increased by some 20% since 1996. 

• Over 200 million people in sub-Saharan Africa – more than a third of the population – are     
hungry. 

I am proud to say that San Juan College takes an active role in bringing Oxfam America’s message    
to the community by hosting the annual Oxfam Hunger Banquet.  The purpose of the banquet is      
to raise awareness about the hunger that millions of people  face everyday.  To bring home the       
realization of the hunger facing many countries when you attend the banquet you will be assigned  to 
a group that is either higher, middle, or lower income.  At to this event you will be served the food 
appropriate to your income.  This is all done with the intention that the public becomes aware of the 
devastating hunger facing people who  are less fortunate.   

Many of us, myself included tend to take for granted how fortunate we are and the fact that we do 
not have to worry if our children are going to go to bed hungry or if they will survive at all.  So let’s all 
support such a worthwhile cause.  I plan to be there…hope you will too. The Oxfam Hunger Banquet 
will be held on Thursday, November 15, in the Henderson Fine Arts Center (rooms 9008-12) from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. The tickets are $5 and will be available through the Office of Student Activities. For 
more information call Student Activities at 566-3403 or come by room 6107 to purchase your ticket.   

Food Drive 
The HHPC is collecting food donations for ECHO  Food Bank. Through  November 9 

Needed Items Include: 
 

Oxfam Hunger Banquet 
Thursday, November 15 
6:30 p.m., Henderson Fine Arts Center (Rooms 9008-12) 
Written by: Dana Ashley 

Peanut Butter 
Tuna 
Pasta & Sauces 

Canned Fruit 
Canned Veggies 
Canned Beans 

Soups 
Cereal 
Flour & Sugar 

Powered Infant 
Formula 

And  Much 
More... 
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The Third Annual Career Check 
Tuesday, November 13 
Henderson Fine Arts Center, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Choosing a career path can be challenging for both high school and college students. Many may not 
have a clear picture about potential salaries or even how much education they’ll need to get the job  
of their choice. Area high school juniors and seniors and San Juan College students will have the   
opportunity to get answers to these questions and more at Career Check, Tuesday, November 13, 
from 9 a.m. to noon, in the Henderson Fine Arts Center. 

At this one-day event, students can visit with more than 50 community business professionals   
working in 16 career clusters ranging from agriculture to finance, business and communications,     
to health sciences. San Juan College faculty will also be on hand to discuss the educational               
opportunities for various careers 

“The fact is many young students often head into a career without a solid understanding of what    
the job requires from a physical, mental or educational standpoint,” explains Marie Schumacher,  
director of Career Services at San Juan College. “Then, after spending a great deal of time and money 
on training and education, they find out that they really aren’t well-suited for the job.” 

“Career Check is not a job fair,” she continues. “This is much more – it’s an opportunity for students 
to do some ‘career investigation,’ and get a realistic picture of the day-to-day realities of their job and 
help them consider all the options before making a career choice.” 

Career Check is free. High school students who are interested in attending should sign up with their 
schools’ guidance counselors, while San Juan College students may check-in at the door. For further 
information, contact Marie Schumacher at 566-3212, or via e-mail at schumach-
erma@sanjuancollege.edu. Professionals and businesses interested in participating may also contact 
Schumacher. 

Farmington Cinematheque Presents Arctic Tale 
Saturday, November 10 
7 p.m., Little Theatre 
Rated G, Running Time:  1 Hour  36 Minutes 

Explore the vast world of the Great North as San Juan College and Farmington 
Cinematheque present Arctic Tale, Saturday, November 10, at 7 p.m., in the Little 
Theatre. The 2007 documentary follows the life cycle of Seela, a female walrus,    
and her calf; and Nanu, a female polar bear, and her cubs. Once a perpetual winter 
wonderland of snow and ice, this beautiful icebound world is melting beneath the 
walrus and polar bear. From National Geographic Films, Arctic Tale is directed by 
Sarah Robertson and Adam Ravetch. This is a wonderful film that the whole family 
is sure to enjoy. Narrated by Queen Latifah, Arctic Tale is not rated. 

Please note that this film was canceled on October 20, and is being rescheduled to 
show on  November 10. General admission is $5. For further information, call the San Juan College 
Box Office at 505-566-3430. 



Casting Call Announced for Urinetown the Musical 
Tuesday & Wednesday, November 6 & 7 
5-8 p.m., Henderson Performance Hall 

The San Juan College Theatre Department will hold a casting call for the spring production of       
Urinetown, the musical – a hilarious musical comedy with an unfortunate title.  

“Once you get past the title, audiences are sure to enjoy this colorful, yet wacky story,” says Theresa 
Carson, director of Theatre. 

Auditions will be on Tuesday, November 6, and Wednesday, November 7, from 5 to 8 p.m., in         
the Performance Hall.  Please bring a song to sing of at least 32 bars. Callbacks will be Thursday,  
November 8, at 5 p.m. Actors ages 16 – 60 are needed. 

Urinetown, the musical, a comedy by Greg Kotis and Mark Hollmann, begins with a friendly         
welcome from our narrator, Officer Lockstock. Lockstock explains how a terrible water shortage has 
crippled his city, forcing his government to outlaw practices that would waste the precious resource. 

Therefore, private toilets become illegal and all restroom activities are done in public amenities  
(that is, public toilets) controlled by Mr. Cladwell, who owns his private corporation called “Urine 
Good Company.” To control water consumption, people have to pay to use the amenities. Many  
complications ensue including the growing love between Cladwell’s daughter, Hope, and the       
revolutionary Bobby Strong. Urinetown, the musical moved to Broadway in September of 2001    
and was nominated for 10 Tony Awards in 2002. 

The play will be performed at San Juan College March 7, 8, 14 and 15 at 7:30 p.m., and March 16 at 
2:30 p.m., in the Henderson Fine Arts Center Performance Hall. Tickets are $10 for adults; $8 for 
students and seniors. For ticket information, call the San Juan College Box Office at 566-3430. 

For further information about the casting call, contact Theresa Carson, at 566-3242 or                     
carsont@sanjuancollege.edu. 
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SJC Band and Percussion Ensemble Performs “By 
Request” Concert 
Friday, November 16 
7:30 p.m., Henderson Performance Hall 

Enjoy a “By Request” concert, featuring classic band repertoire by the top composers of the 20th   
century, as the San Juan College Band performs on Friday, November 16, at 7:30 p.m., in the      
Henderson Fine Arts Center Performance Hall. 

The works of Francis McBeth, Malcolm Arnold, Leonard Bernstein and Fisher Tull will be              
performed. A performance by the Animas Woodwind Quintet and a new Reggae work performed    
by the SJC Percussion Ensemble will add to the evening’s entertainment. 

Ticket are $6 for adults and $4 for students and senior citizens, and are available in the San Juan 
College Box Office. For further information, call the box office at 566-3430. 



Business of Being Born Continued… 
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not only turn the camera upon themselves but also upon the mothers and their care providers who 
face the important decisions about where, how and with whom to give birth. 

Dr. Marsden Wagner, a former director of Women’s and Children’s Health, World Health                
Organization, is quoted in the film saying, “The point here is there’s not a good history in obstetric 
practice of careful study of the long term effects of all these interventions. This is why, if you really 
want a humanized birth, the best thing to do is to get the hell out of the hospital.” 

The filmmakers explore Dr. Wagner’s unusual policy position that turns conventional wisdom       
equating hospitals with safety on its head. It also explores the reasons why so few people might  
agree with this position.  In doing so, the film touches upon the medical-industrial complex in light 
of  the relationships between hospitals, the American Medical Association and insurance companies 
to try to uncover the reasons why birth is managed the way it is and why so few midwives work in 
hospitals. 

The women of San Juan County, while facing slightly different challenges than the women           
highlighted in The Business of Being Born, nonetheless must reconcile their needs for safe choices  
in birth providers and settings with their increasingly limited options. 

In a city with one hospital, women who choose obstetric care, choose to be managed by a system that 
prizes numerous interventions. These interventions usually begin with pharmaceutical induction of 
the birth. This intervention often leads to subsequent medication for pain relief, beginning what 
many call a “cascade of interventions” that many times ends in a surgical birth. In this setting, 
women who have experienced cesarean birth once are denied the option to birth subsequent children 
vaginally (otherwise known as VBAC or vaginal birth after cesarean). 

Furthermore, women are also denied access to an entire class of providers, nurse-midwives, because 
of local hiring restrictions. Typically, nurse-midwives advocate for fewer medical interventions as the 
core philosophy of this approach centers around viewing birth as a natural process. Those desiring 
nurse-midwifery care within a hospital setting must travel out of town and attempt to find a provider 
who will take new patients. For those few women who desire an out-of-hospital birth assisted by a 
certified professional midwife (CPM), a class of independent providers trained to safely attend such 
births, options in this county are equally limited. 

As awareness of the issues surrounding birth develop, more childbearing women and their families 
will develop the advocacy skills necessary to ensure that their birth experience is managed with    
dignity, respect and commitment to safety. Such awareness is the explicit goal of this film. According 
to a prepared statement, “The filmmakers hope The Business of Being Born will ultimately play a  
role in health-care reform and raise awareness of the options for parents of the future.  They also 
hope to enlighten and inspire parents to advocate for themselves and to ‘own’ their birth experience 
wherever it takes place.” 

For further information please call 505-320-6410. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Skills USA Cosmetology Club Presents 

Christmas Around the World Fashion Show 
 

Saturday, November 17 

6-8 p.m. 

Henderson Fine Arts Center 

$10 

Funds raised will be used by cosmetology students to help pay for travel costs to 
compete in state and national Skills USA Cosmetology Competitions. 

The United Tribes Club won 1st place with their float entry at the 96th Annual Shiprock Fair parade 
last  month. This year’s theme for the Northern Navajo Fair was “Ye”ii Bi Chei – Spiritual Blessing”. 
At the request of Darrel Morris, Coordinator of the Native American Center, Larry King came up 
with a design for the float. Ye’ii Bi Chei, Grandfather, Talking God is sprinkling corn pollen with his 
right hand.  Good thoughts and prayers to those within the boundaries of the four sacred mountains 
of the Dine’ Cosmology, which represents the human universe. 

Many thanks to the Henderson Theater staff who donated space, tools, and paint, Bill Hatch, 
Lorraine Manavi, SJC Alumni, parents, staff, volunteers and the many members of the United Tribes 
Club who helped to make this a successful event. 

United Tribes Club Wins First Place in the 
College Division of the Shiprock Fair 
Parade 
Written by: Pauline Nasewytewa 
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Chautauqua Series, Presents “Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam– Common Roots and Differences” 
Friday, November 16 
7 p.m., Little Theatre 

As part of San Juan College’s Conversations with the World Chautauqua      
Series, Werner Gellert will present “Judaism, Christianity, Islam – Common 
Roots and Differences,” Friday, November 16, at 7 p.m., in the Little Theatre.  

Judaism, Christianity and Islam – these three great global religions share 
many things in origins and structure – their spread across national borders 
and other cultures and their teaching of humanity’s relationship to one God. 
All three are embroiled in an armed struggle. This presentation explores 
them apart from the media coverage of war.  

Lecturer Werner Gellert was born in Germany in 1926. His family emigrated 
to China to escape Hitler, and he later aided President Nixon’s recognition of 
China. He and his late wife Frances later founded the New Mexico Holocaust 
and Intolerance Museum and Study Center.  

The event is free. For further information, call the Box Office at 566-3430  

Farmington Cinematheque Presents The Italian 
Saturday, November 24, Little Theatre, 7 p.m. 
Not Rated, Running Time: 1 Hour 39 Minutes 

For most Russian orphans, the chance to be adopted is a 
dream come true – but six-year old Vayna Solntsev has 
other hopes. This is the story line behind the film The      
Italian, which will be presented by San Juan College and 
Farmington Cinematheque, on Saturday, November 24,  at 7 
p.m., in the Little Theatre.  

After Vayna discovers that his mother is still alive, the   
abandoned boy teaches himself to read so he can learn her 
address from his personal files. Before a wealthy Italian  
couple can claim him for their own, Vayna sets off on a    
perilous journey to find his only remaining family.  

The film is not rated, and may contain adult content.  

General admission is $5. For further information, call the San Juan College Box Office at                 
505-566-3430. 



Page 9 Campus Buzz 

There is a chill in the air and Thanksgiving is three short weeks away. This means one thing to the 
staff and students of the Student Activities Office: Luminarias is coming! Here are some interesting 
tidbits to get you thinking about this upcoming wonderful event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 1979: Karl Vannest, a pre-engineering student at SJC, realized that luminarias would look 
beautiful against the Southwestern architecture of the college. 

7 Original display started with only 10 students and 2200 luminarias and the display has grown 
to 50,000 luminarias. 

7 1992: the only time that the display was cancelled due to bad weather., although we had a   
little scare last year when the wind decided to whip through the fours corners just as lighting 
had started. 

7 For 29 years, the community of San Juan County has come to expect the college’s annual    
Luminarias display.  

7 Luminarias is full of community celebration, alongside San Juan College students, staff        
and faculty; the following groups help bring the event to life: City of Farmington, Police        
Department, Farmington Public Schools, Red Cross, and countless community volunteers. 

7 Over 10,000 people attend the luminarias display at San Juan College in Farmington, NM.    
It is the largest luminarias display in state of New Mexico sponsored by a non-profit             
organization. 

We will start placing Luminaria bags on Friday, November 30, and will continue throughout the 
morning of December 1. Lighting will begin at approximately 3 p.m. If you would like to volunteer or 
have questions please call the Student Activities Office at 566-3403. 

San Juan College Luminarias: Little Known Facts 
Saturday, December 1  
Lighting Starts at Dusk, 



LDSSA Student Club is Sponsoring the Below Events: 

 

"Salmon Snagging" 6:45 AM, Saturday, November 3.  We will bring 
hooks and breakfast.  You bring your fishing pole and license.  Meet at the 
Farmington Institute, 4410 College Blvd.   

 

ECHO Food Bank Thanksgiving Food Drive:  6-7 PM, Saturday,        
November 17, at the Farmington Institute, 4410 College Blvd. 

 

For more information call Jill Carter at 599-9800. 
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Ever wanted to stand victorious over the Armies of the Fallen? Trade blows with Arena 
Gladiators in New Eberon? Or just finally get your level 40 epic feat to play around with 
on your next dungeon crawl? 

 
Well, SJC RPG will be the place for you!  

And we’re having our VERY FIRST MEETING on  
Tuesday, November 6 from 2-4 p.m. in Student Activities Room 6111, 

downstairs from the Library! 
 

We invite you all to come! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 10/29 

Circle K 
11:30 a.m. 
Rm 6111 
 
Student  
Leadership 
Meeting 
3 p.m. Rm 6107 

10/30 
SAB 2:30 p.m. 
Rm 6109 

10/31 
SJC Newman 
Club 
5 p.m. Rm 
6109 

1 
ESCAPE         
EDGE office 9 a.m. 

NOW 12 p.m. Rm 
6109 

HALO                 
2:30 p.m. Rm 6111 

UTC                          
3 p.m. Rm 6109 

CSM                         
3 p.m.  Rm 6118 

2 
AISES  
1 p.m. Rm 6111 
 
Psi Beta 
1 p.m. Rm 6109 

3 

4 5 
Circle K 
11:30 a.m. 
Rm 6111 
 
Student  
Leadership 
Meeting 
3 p.m. Rm 6107 

6 
SJC RPG 
2 p.m. Rm 6111 
 
SAB 2:30 p.m. 
Rm 6109 

7 
AISES  
2 p.m. Rm 
6111 
 
SJC Newman 
Club 
5 p.m. Rm 
6109 

 8 
ESCAPE         
EDGE office 9 a.m. 

HALO  
2:30 p.m. Rm 6111 

UTC 
3 p.m. Rm 6109 

CSM  
3 p.m.  Rm 6118 

9 
SAC 10 a.m. 
Rm 6109 
 
AISES  
1 p.m. Rm 6111 
 

10 

11 12 
Circle K 
11:30 a.m. 
Rm 6111 
 
Student Senate 
3 p.m. 
Rm 9008 
 

13 
SJC RPG 
2 p.m. Rm 6111 
 
SAB 2:30 p.m. 
Rm 6109 

14 
AISES  
2 p.m. Rm 
6118 
 
SJC Newman 
Club 
5  p.m. Rm 
6109 

15 
ESCAPE         
EDGE office 9 a.m. 

NOW 12 p.m. Rm 
6109 

HALO                 
2:30 p.m. Rm 6111 

UTC                          
3 p.m. Rm 6109 

CSM                         
3 p.m.  Rm 6118 

16 
AISES  
1 p.m. Rm 6111 
 
Psi Beta 
1 p.m. Rm 6109 

17 

18 19 
Circle K 
11:30 a.m. 
Rm 6111 
 
Student  
Leadership 
Meeting 
3 p.m. Rm 6107 

20 
SJC RPG 
2 p.m. Rm 6111 
 
SAB 2:30 p.m. 
Rm 6109 

21 
AISES  
2 p.m. Rm 
6111 
 
SJC Newman 
Club 
5 p.m. Rm 
6109 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 26 
Circle K 
11:30 a.m. 
Rm 6111 
 
Student  
Leadership 
Meeting 
3 p.m. Rm 6107 

27 
SJC RPG 
2 p.m. Rm 6111 
 
SAB 2:30 p.m. 
Rm 6109 
 

 
 

28 
AISES  
2 p.m. Rm 
6111 
 
SJC Newman 
Club 
5 p.m. Rm 
6109 
 

29 
ESCAPE         
EDGE office 9 a.m. 

HALO  
2:30 p.m. Rm 6111 

UTC 
3 p.m. Rm 6109 

CSM  
3 p.m.  Rm 6118 

30 
AISES 2:30 p.m. 
Rm 6111 
 
Psi Beta 
1 p.m. Rm 6109 

12/1 

San  Juan  Co l l ege  
Studen t  Gove rnmen t  and  Clubs   
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HALO: Homosexuals & Lesbians Out There, SAC: Student Affairs Council, UTC: United Tribes Club 

Thanksgiving Break 
CAMPUS CLOSED 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 10/29 

 
10/30 10/31 

Office        
Decorating 
Contest 
Contest starts 
at 1 p.m.  
Various           
Locations on 
Campus 

1 
 

2 3 
 
 

4 
Standard 
Time    
Returns 

5 6 
 

7 8 
Documentary 
Feature (The 
Business of Be-
ing Born) 
Free , 7 p.m.  
Little Theatre 

9 
  
 

10 
Farmington          
Cinemathque 
(Arctic Tale)  
$5, 7 p.m.  
Little Theatre 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Blood Drive 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Rm 6109, 6111 

15 
Oxfam  Hunger 
Banquet 
$5., 6:30 p.m. 
9000’s Rooms 

16 
Chautauqua Series 
“Judaism, Christian-
ity, Islam– Common 
Roots & Differences” 
7 p.m.,  
Little Theatre  
 
SJC Band Concert 
$6 adults,  
$4 students/seniors,  
7 :30 p.m., 
Performance Hall  

17 
Cosmetology    
Fashion Show 
Christmas Around 
the World 
$10., 6 p.m. 
9000’s Rooms 
 

18 19 
 

20 21 
 

22 23 
 

24 
Farmington          
Cinemathque 
(The Italian)  
$5, 7 p.m.  
Little Theatre 

25 26 27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

12/1 
Luminaria Display 
Dusk 
SJC Campus 

San  Juan  Co l l eg e   
November  2007  

Ac t i v i t i e s  Cal endar  

Thanksgiving Break 
CAMPUS CLOSED 


